
of the public. The State Board of Charities is em-

powered to visit and examine every dispensary, and to
revoke a license after due notice, by application to the
Supreme Court, in case of violation of the law's re-

quirements. It furthermore provides that no dispen-
sary shall be permitted to be carried on in connection
with a drug store or in a tenement house.

The "Oceanic" Helps the Hospitals. — The
new AVhite Slur Line steamship Oceanic, the largest
vessel in the world, which recently made her maiden
trip across the Atlantic, was thrown open for inspec-
tion for one day, at a charge of fifty cents, the pro-
ceeds being devoted to hospitals in New York. A
similar arrangement was carried out in Liverpool be-
fore sailing for the benefit of local charities, and the
public interest in the big ship resulted in the realiza-
tion of a considerable sum.

New York's First automobile Amkulance.—
St. Aliment's Hospital, it is announced, is about to be
presented with an automobile ambulance, propelled by
electricity, which will he the first of its kind in New
York.

A Free Bath for Hoboken. — Richard Stevens
and his sister, Mrs. C. B. Alexander, of Castle Point,
Hoboken, have erected a free bath for the poor in the
Hoboken tenement district. On the'two upper floors
are the bathrooms for men and women, and the'first
floor is to be fitted up for the use of clubs belonging
to the Settlement House, a charitable organization es-

tablished by their mother, the laic Mrs. M. B.Stevens.

ARMY NOTES.
Tun Status of the Contract Surgeon.—The

Secretary of War has decided that a contract surgeon
on duty at a post or station where there is no commis-
sioned officer present may receipt for funds intended
for the payment of the enlisted men at that station
and witness the payment thereof. This decision gives
the contract surgeon ¡i more definite and official Status
and it is hoped may be the first step in changes by
which all medical men iu the service may be cominis-
ioiied and clothed with the authority that their duties
require them to exercise.

Retirement op Medical Director Tkvon.—
An order has been issued from the Navy Department
retiring Medical Director J. It. Tryon on September
24th. Dr. Tryon was until recently chief of the
Bureau of Medicine ¡mil Surgery, and to him must be
attributed in large measure the excellent results which
attended the work of his department duriug the Span-
ish American War.

Great Britain to be Represented at the

Association of Military Surgeons.—Ambassa-
dor Choate has advised the Stale Department that the
British Secretary of State for War has accepted the
invitation of the Association of Military Surgeons to
send a delegate to the annual meeting of this Society

at Kansas City on September 27th next, Dr. Mc-
Waters, of the Royal Army Medical Corps, being de-
puted to attend. It is understood that the Association
at this meeting will be requested to make Dr. Karl
Rudberg, Fleet Surgeon Swedish Navy, an honorary
member, in recognition of the excellent volunteer
work performed by him in the care of the wounded at
Siboney and later on board of a hospital transport re-

turning to Key AVest.
The Hospital Corps tobe Enlarged.— It hat

been decided to recruit the hospital corps on the basis
of four per cent, for the total enlisted strength of the
army. This brings the total up to about 4,000 men —

or more than the strength of a brigade
—

of which
about 3,300 are already in the service. Enlistment is

being rapidly carried on, especially in the large East-
ern cities, and an extremely high class of men is
being obtained. A large proportion of the recent re-
cruits are men whose former avocations particularly
fit them for the work they will be called upon to per-
form— many of them having been trained nurses,

pharmacists and medical students, with even an occa-
sional doctor of medicine. At present, enlistment
is progressing at the rate of about 250 men per month.

School of Instruction for the Hospital
Corps. — Recent orders establish a school of instruc
tion for recruits of the hospital corps on Angel Island,
in San Francisco Harbor. This school will be con-
ducted on the same lines as the one at Washington
Barracks and will receive all men enlisted in St. Louis
and points further west. In view of the desire to send
all available men to Manila before the opening of hos-
tilities, it is not thought that more than one month's
instruction will be possible in the near future before
the men are sent on transports.

Miscellany.
IIAFFKINE'S PLAGUE PROPHYLACTIC.

A preliminary note by C. Bal four Stewart on
some experiments to determine the comparative efficacy
of the different constituents of Ilaffkine's plague pro-
phylactic has appeared in the British Medical Journal
and is as follows :

A number of rabbits were inoculated with Increasing
doses of a young culture of living plague in broth, and tho
somewhat unexpected result was found, that, the rabbits
which received the larger doses showed a smaller mortality-
I thought it possible that during the growth in broth the
latter had acquired sufficient prophylactic properties to
render the animal immune to the microbes contained in the
broth culture injected. .

To pee whet lier the prophylactic property lay in the
broth altered during the growth of the microbe or in the
sediment, several sets of experiments were done in which
the broth was filtered through a porcelain filter. The
sediment of a certain quantity of living plague culture was
found to be more virulent than the same quantity of broth
culture unfiltercd when injected into rabbits.

Some rabbits were inoculated with the filtrate alone,
others with the sterilized sediment alone, and immediately
afterwards injected with a suspension of living plague
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from an agar tube. The result seemed to show that both
the filtrate and the sterilized sediment possessed prophylac-tic properties.
_ Immunity seems to be conferred even when the animal
is inoculated with the prophylactic immediately before the
injection of plague.In testing the virulence of a plague culture, it is evi-
dently important to use only a very young broth culture or
an agar culture.

THE SUPERSTITION OF SPITTING.
The following, quoted from the Medical Press and

Circular, gives one an idea how deeply rooted the ob-
noxious habit of spitting is, against which we are

making such vigorous efforts to legislate. We are

apparently suffering from the remains of a superstition :

"The habit of promiscuous expectoration is an un-

cleanly, disgusting one, but how curious it is that it
should be environed with so much superstition. In
days of antiquity spitting was resorted to iu order to
ward off dangers, and up to the present time luck is
wooed and misfortune avoided by the process of spit-
ting. New-born children aie treated to a lavish ex-

pectoration by midwives in certain parts of the coun-

try ; fishermen spit upon their hooks after baitingthem, and it is considered to be absolutely essential
before washing in the same basin in which a friend
has washed to spit into it, for otherwise a quarrel
would be sure to follow. But it is on the Continent
that the superstition of spitting seems to reach its
worst degree. In Oldenburg, for example, the loath-

vsome custom prevails of always spitting three times
into the kneading trough. Again, babies in Hungary
are especially singled out as objects of the supersti-
tion ; the custom there is to spit into the babies' faces
in order to bring them good luck. Imagination almost
fails to picture the filthiness and danger of such a dis-
gusting act as this. In Silesia and Bohemia, persons
generally spit three times when they meet an old
woman, but it is quite difficult to conceive why the
presence of an aged female should thus call for such
a profligate evacuation of the salivary secretion under
these circumstances. Again, in Sweden, a great deal
of superstitious spitting seems to take place. Persons,
for example, spit into their beds before retiring; play-
ing cards are spat upon when the hick is bad, and
every new suit of clothes is made the object of a gross
expectoration, but for what reason it is quite impossi-
ble to imagine. Superstitions are said to die hard ;
and it would seem, from the above facts, that the one
under discussion has been endowed with a phenomenal
vitality. Despite its absurdity, filthiness and unhy-
gienic character, it has still survived ; whereas on sani-
tary grounds, it should, without further loss of time,
be ' coffined and confined ' beyond all reach of re-
suscitation."

Correspondence.
SOME POINTS REGARDING APPENDICITIS.

Boston, September 15, 1899.
Mr. Editor:—A number of treatises have been

written on the subject of appendicitis, and yet there has
been no satisfactory classification of the disease. In myjudgment, the various cases should be divided into three
classes, first, simple appendicitis ; second, appendicitis with

an abscess circumscribed or diffused ; third, appendicitiswith suppuration and perforation of the appendix, with puain the peritoneal cavity, with septic peritonitis and generalsepticemia.
It certainly is incorrect to designate the second and

third classes as simply appendicitis, although they aro
advanced stages of the same disease; it is misleading to
the public and unfair to the surgeons that operate, as the
mortality after operations in uncomplicated cases is com-
paratively small, whereas in the second class, the mortalityis much greater and when recovery occurs, convalescence
is greatly protracted. In the third class recovery is not. to
be expected.

The surgeon who is so fortunate as to have a large num-
ber of uncomplicated cases will have a greater reputation
as an operator than his equally skilful neighbor who has
been unfortunate in the necessarily fatal character of his
cases. Now a proper classification of the disease, strictlyadhered to in all reports of the operation, would give the
profession more valuable comparative statistics, place the
surgeon in a proper light, and render the community at
large more intelligent as to the necessity of early opera-tions and thus be the means of saving life.

Every general practitioner of experience knows that
many cases of recent appendicitis may be relieved without
an operation, but that recurrences are the rule. The
writer has seen four well-marked cases within as manymonths, that were completely relieved by hypodermic in-
jections of morphia and atropia, with small doses of sul-
phate of magnesia and calomel, repeated hourly until copi-
ous watery discharges from the bowels were produced,giving immediate relief. One of the cases has since re-curred, and has been successfully operated upon at the
Massachusetts General Hospital. If the action of the
above remedies fail to give relief, I advise an immediate
operation, as in such cases delays are dangerous.Who should operate? Only those surgeons who have
had a thorough experience in this class of cases and who
have acquired tact and skill in performing the operation.The would-be surgeon, who sees three or four cases a yearand whose knowledge of anatomy, general and special, is
very limited, and who consumes half an hour mutilatingthe cadaver in an almost fruitless attempt to find the
appendix, is hardly a safe person to let loose among the
living.

Every person, no matter how humble, should have the
best possible chance for life and the best result, and for an
audacious pretender to attempt the operation, using the
poorest person in the community as material for a doubtful
experiment, is simply criminal and illustrates Pope's line," That fools rush in where an_els fear to tread."

B. F. Campbell, M.D.

METEOROLOGICAL RECORD
For the weeli ending September 9th, in Boston, according to ob-

servations furnished by Sorgeant J. W. Smith, ot the United
States Signal Corps:

—

Baro-
meter

Ther-
mometer.

Relative
humidity.

Direction
of '.-. i ! i.

Velocityof wind.

39.85
ÜU.97
;io.05
aim;
;io.i:i
L'u.sn
30.08

no s.w.
70! N.W,
75| S.
BO W.
B« N.
74 S.W.
76 N.

S.W.
N.E.
S.W.
N.W,
S.W.
N.W.
S,K.

* O .cloudy| C,clean K.. luir; Ü., fogl II. Imzyi S., »niokyt K . raint *i'.,11,r :it-
cniuüi N., mow. t ludlcute» truco of ruliifall. _f Mcun for week.
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